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Case Study: Ron Howard Printing 2010

Ron Howard Printing

Ron Howard Printing is located on Cantebury
St, Casino and is open 5 days of the week.
The business has been operating for over 50
years and specialises in colour and black and
white printing on paper or cardboard.

Ron Howard Printing utilizes the Richmond
Valley Council waste collection service. On a
weekly basis, the company produces 3 x 240L
waste bins for collection. Chemical from
washing printing equipment is stored
separately in 20L plastic drums and collected
on demand. Up to 6 timber pallets per week
are stock piled at the back of the building and
removed to landfill by the owner as required.

A waste audit was conducted on site in

March 2010. The results were used to
develop a Waste Reduction Action Plan in
collaboration with the business owner.

The Challenge

Many small businesses find making the time to
focus on issues such as waste is difficult. The lack
of services in the area for recycling also inhibited
the business from recycling. Over the period of
the project Richmond Waste initiated a co-
mingled recycling service for businesses which
enabled the business to separate recycling and
reduce its waste to landfill.

Waste Characterisation

Ron Howard Printing produced 720L of waste
per week at the time of audit. Of this waste,
81% of the materials being disposed of were
recyclable. The largest components included
A4 paper (39%), shredded paper (30%) and
cardboard (9%). The majority of paper
products in the waste bin were clean off-cuts or
printing errors. This quality of recycled paper is
highly sort after for recycled content paper.

The graph below outlines the different materials
found in the waste stream.

11%
OGlass

OCo-mingled
recycling

B Paper and

27% cardboard

O Compostables

Bl Mixed Waste

14%

5%

Other wastes

Timber pallets from the delivery of paper comprise
an additional waste stream from the business. Up
to 6 pallets per week were stacked at the back of
the building, creating a potential fire hazard. The
pallets are taken to landfill by the owner when the
pile becomes unmanageable.

Chemicals from cleaning the printing press are

refiled into the 20L plastic drums they are
delivered in. Once there is a stock pile of these
drums, Richmond Waste are contacted for

collection. The increase in charges for collecting
the hazardous chemicals has been a strain on the
business. Rags soaked in chemical from cleaning
the press are currently disposed of in the waste
bin.




The Results and Opportunities

The following actions were recommended to
the manager.

1. Introduce a paper recycling collection.
Arrange a collection of co-mingled recycling on a
weekly basis to collect the 81% of paper products
that could be diverted from landfill towards
recycling. At no extra cost to the business, two
of the current waste bins could be replaced with
recycling bins to capture the paper waste;

2. Separate paper, shredded paper, paper

towel and cardboard for recy cling.

Establish designated areas for the collection of
paper. This could be achieved using the current
method of positioning wheelie bins beside the
printer cutting areas. To avoid other waste
ending up the recycling bins the following would
need to be consideredg.

a) Establish separate waste and paper bins in
the office, bathroom and staff lunch room;

b) Position signage on recycling and waste
bins to ensure it is clear to staff what items go in
each bin;

C) Decide on contractor and arrangements
for collection of recycling;

d) Train staff to separate and use recycling

facilities correctly.

3. Contact supplier of paper to arrange return

of pallets forre -use.
The courier who deliverers the paper to Casino
was unwilling to return the pallets to
Lismore on previous requests. Further
negotiations directly  with the paper
suppliers in Brisbane resulted in an agreement
and the courier now returns the pallets to
Lismore for return to Brisbane for reuse by the
company.

4. Source business to reuse shredded paper

Contact local pet shops to see if they require
shredded paper for bedding for animal cages. Used
bedding paper can also be used as mulch or fertilizer.

Savings and Improvements

Business Environmental Practices. Ron
Howard Printing had taken the following
initiatives to reduce its environmental impact.
e Buying paper and ink in bulk to reduce
packaging;
o Offering customers paper with recycled
content;
e Purchase of a soy based ink printer
which uses less chemicals in the printing
and cleaning process.

Further steps the business could consider to
reduce its environmental impact were suggested.

o Consider separating single side printed
A4 paper or A3 cardboard to offer to the
local school or kindergardens for use for
craft;

0 Storing empty chemical containers and
arranging for pick up by drumMUSTER or
other suitable recycling service.  Agsafe
Standard for Effective Rinsing of Farm
Chemical Containers' provides more details
and is available from your local reseller,
council office or by contacting the
drumMUSTER office on 02 6230 6712;

0 Wastes generated typically from printing
presses (developer, plates fixer, solvents
and wash waters) can be reduced
significantly with new printing technologies.
Digital prepress operations, especially
computer to plate technology, reduce water,
film, plates and photographic chemicals
wastes.

o] Storage of solvents is an issue for any

printer. If 30 litres of class 2 chemicals or
larger quantities are stored, they can trigger
the licensing limit for dangerous goods. A
designated storage rack for storing
chemicals, both new and used, will assist in
identifying any leaks and reduce the chance
of chemicals entering storm water drains.
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Tash Morton & Project Officer
Email: tash@evolveducation.com

Background
The North East Waste Forum (NEWF) is a collective
of local councils in the Northern Rivers region of
NSW who take a regional approach to waste
management. The Business Waste Reduction
Project (BWRP) works with local businesses to assist
them in developing waste management strategies
that promote waste reduction and resource
recovery. The project began in April 2005 and has
collaborated with a wide variety of businesses and
institutions. For further information visit on particular
businesses, visit our website
www.northeastwasteforum.org.au




