
 

April/May 2008 

NEWF Events 
21st May – LGSA Workshop @ 
Lismore City Council 9.30am – 
1.00pm 
 
21st May – NRGee meeting (following 
LGSA Workshop) Lismore City 
Council 1.30pm – 3.30pm 
 
27th – 28th May 2008 Students Using 
Sustainable Strategies (SUSS) 
Forum  
 
13 June 2008 – NEWF Committee 
meeting, Richmond valley Council 
office, corner Walker Street and 
Graham Place Casino (commences 
9.30am) 
 
4 June 2008 – Resource Efficiency 
Assessment Training in conjunction 
with LGSA (venue in Lismore to be 
confirmed) 
 
 

Business Waste Reduction Project 
The Business Waste Reduction Project is approaching the end of Stage 
Two of its programme.  Businesses who were involved in this phase are 
to be congratulated on their efforts to minimise waste and recover 
resources. Waste Wise Business certificates are being presented to 
those who participated and successfully implemented the actions of their 
Waste Reduction Action Plans. Planning for Stage Three of the Project 
is underway with a focus this year to work more closely with industry 
groups and associations with the aim of reaching more regional 
businesses. However, individual businesses will still be a large part of 
the project. The Grafton District Services Club recently made a 
commitment to waste reduction by joining the project for this next stage. 
A waste audit was conducted in April to establish the composition of the 
Clubs waste stream. The chart below illustrates the percentage of 
different categories that make up the Clubs waste.  

 

5%

4%

35%

27%

9% 7%

13%

Cardboard

Paper

Recyclable Plastics

Glass

Aluminium

Compostable Paper

Food

Mixed Waste

 
The initial focus for the business will be on recycling glass, aluminium 
and plastics. Through this simple action 67% of the waste stream could 
be diverted from landfill. 

Early Childhood Waste Wise Workshop a Success 
On March 26

th
 2008, Rous Water and NEWF held an Education for 

Sustainability workshop for Early Childhood Services in our local area. Ten 
Services attended with a total of fourteen participants. 
 
Four areas of Sustainability were focused on: Water, Waste, Biodiversity and 
Energy. All participants were encouraged to share their ideas, the aim being to 
inspire and support Services to implement sustainable strategies in their EC 
settings.  In particular, Richmond Hill Preschool who had taken part in the 
Water Education Program with Rous Water and Wollongbar Preschool who had 
undertaken the Waste Wise Project with NEWF were asked to share their 
experiences of taking part in the projects. 
 
This proved very successful as we heard from Richmond Hill of their 
commitment to reduce water use and install a rainwater tank and of the 
obstacles they faced doing so. We heard from Wollongbar Preschool of the 
many actions they have implemented to reduce and avoid waste at their 
Service. Other Services were inspired by the processes undertaken and 
challenges faced by our speakers. Involving families and our everyday 
interactions with children to involve them each day in working towards a 
sustainable future were key issues which arose in discussion.  

 

NEWF News 
NEWF continues to address 
region wide projects with 
considerable success. The 
upcoming Students Using 
Sustainability Strategies Forum 
(see page Three for info) is yet 
another demonstration of our 
desire to work across the region 
with multiple partners in a diverse 
range of projects. 
Sad news too this newsletter. 
Tash Morton, our erstwhile Waste 
Wise Events Coordinator is 
moving on for greener (or dustier) 
pastures. She is moving with her 
family to the far NW of WA. She 
will be back one day I’m sure. 
Please wish Tash all the best in 
her travels. More sad news too 
from Sydney with Ann Trofa (our 
DECC principal contact) being 
very unwell. Please pass positive 
thoughts to her for a very speedy 
recovery. 
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Education Project news 
Waste Audit Training for Students 
The NEWF recently conducted two waste audit 
training sessions for high school students. The 
first was at Evans Head K-12 where 7 students, 
members of the Eco-Warriors group, conducted 
a mini waste audit, and began preparing a 
waste action plan based on the results of the 
audit. These students will now train the other 
members of the eco-warriors group and present 
the results and action plan to the Schools 
Committee. Ballina High School students were 
also trained recently in waste auditing. These 
students will be integral in providing peer 
education at the upcoming SUSS Forum. The 
students will themselves conduct four waste 
audit workshops to the students and teachers 
attending the Forum.  

 
Students at Evans Head learn how to audit 

waste 

 

Rosemary Gillet from Wollongbar Preschool shares 

with participants at the Early Childhood Workshop 

the routines and strategies they have put in place 

to reduce waste at the Preschool. 
 

Projects and Other Waste Management Info Update 
A few issues coming up in projects and matters for discussion over the next few months will focus sharp 
attention on how and why we do what we do. The Regional Contract for Tyre Recycling is due for renewal 
shortly. At the same time at the Federal level there is discussion around a national approach to tyre recycling 
and active investigation of a Tyre Industry specific National Environmental Protection Measure. Visit the web link 
for details  http://www.ephc.gov.au/nepms/product_stewardship/product_stewardship.htm. Over the next six 
months NEWF will be writing the Regional Waste Plan for the years 2009 to 2012. This will be an important task 
and NEWF will be keen to receive as much input and advice on the Regional Plan as possible. Again, at the 
Federal level there is an inquiry into waste management. For more information and to make a submission visit 
the web site http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/eca_ctte/aust_waste_streams/tor.htm. From just these 
few examples it is obvious that waste management is not static and that what we do at a local and regional level 
is impacted on and has impact on the national level. Other projects being advanced by NEWF over the next few 
months will include; refilling the role of Project Coordinator for the Waste Wise Events Project; participation in the 
Regional Climate Change Conference at Southern Cross Uni in July. Visit the web link for more details 
http://www.scu.edu.au/news/media.php?item_id=1080&action=show_item&type=M ; planning for the region wide 
waste audits to be conducted Autumn 2009; further work on E-Waste recovery and reprocessing; review of our 
progress in Regional Waste Minimisation Development Control Plans; upgrade for the Greenhouse unit among 
many other challenging tasks. In closing remember waste is only waste if it’s wasted! 

 

 

 
NEWF Meetings 

 
Friday 13th June  9.30am – 1.30pm  

@ Richmond Valley Council, Walker Street, Casino 
 

Friday 8th August 9.30am – 1.30pm 

@ Ballina Shire Council, Cherry St, Ballina 

 

http://www.ephc.gov.au/nepms/product_stewardship/product_stewardship.htm
http://www.aph.gov.au/Senate/committee/eca_ctte/aust_waste_streams/tor.htm
http://www.scu.edu.au/news/media.php?item_id=1080&action=show_item&type=M
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Students Using Sustainable Strategies Forum May 2008 
The second SUSS Forum will take place on Tues 27th & 28th May 08 at the Linnaeus 
Estate, Broken Head. The Forum will bring together up to 120 students and teachers 
from 21 high schools across the North Coast to discuss how their schools can 
become more sustainable. This is double the number that took part in last year’s 
Forum.  
 The 2 day sustainability forum will provide the opportunity for students and teachers 
to participate in 4 interactive auditing workshops to learn how to audit waste, water, 
energy and biodiversity at their schools.  Students from 3 schools have undergone 
audit training and will be assisting in the delivery of these workshops to other 
students, through a peer learning process. A range of other workshops including 
Aboriginal cultural heritage, active transport, creating an organic school garden, 
composting with the Green House, catchment management, efficient outdoor water 
use, ecological footprinting & ecodrama will also be offered. All those attending will 
be provided with the relevant skills, information and networking opportunities to 
assist in the successful development and implementation of their School 
Environment Management Plan (SEMP). 
Attending teachers will participate in a professional development workshop and a 
post forum school support program is being developed to assist in the continuing 
implementation of sustainable practices within the schools. 

       
          
          Council Waste Reduction & Sustainable Procurement Project 
Ballina Shire Council have recently committed to joining the LGSA Sustainable Choice 
program. Well done. Ballina has an active ‘Environmental Committee’ which now has 
sustainable purchasing on the agenda. Draft Sustainable Purchasing Action Plans are being 
considered by both Ballina and CVC. A review meeting has been conducted with both 
councils and the waste reduction action plans have been amended to encourage the 
continuation and progress of council waste reduction & sustainable purchasing initiatives 
beyond the life of this project.   
An information sheet on ‘Sustainable Cleaning Products & Services’ is now available and will 
soon be on the website. Evaluation of the project will be completed during May/June. 

 

NEWF Contacts 
 
 
 

Waste Wise Events Project Update 
WWE Training was held in the Clarence Valley on the 7 May with eight participants 

attending the workshop.   The feedback from the workshop was very positive.  The 

training was attended by two event organisers, one NEWF contractor and five 

Clarence Valley staff.  Tweed Shire Council have asked to hold the next training day 

in their region which will go ahead later in the year. 

Waste Wise Events on Council WEB SITES:  Ballina and Tweed Shire Council 

have both updated their web sites to include a WWE page.   Local case studies, How 

to Recycle and Avoid Waste at Events brochures, a local Biodegradable Packaging 

suppliers and products listing, Waste Wise Event adds and Waste Wise Stallholder 

guidelines can all be downloaded from the council's web site.  Richmond and 

Clarence Valley and Byron Shire are to be online in the next month. 

The Byron Triathlon participated in the WWE Project on the 10 May and successfully 

recovered 47% of the waste stream for recycling.  Over half the recycling collected 

was PET cups used by competitors at the drink stations.  This was a great outcome 

compared to previous years where waste management had not been considered.   It  

also highlights how Waste Management Planning can greatly improve recovery of 

resources, litter reduction and influence packaging choices.  
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Jeanie McKillop 
Business Waste Reduction 

Project Co-ordinator 
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f:  02 6622 4231  
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Karen Rudkin 
Education Projects Co-ordinator 

& 
Council Sustainable Purchasing 

& Waste Reduction Project 
Co-ordinator 
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f: 02 6622 4231  
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Natasha Morton 
Waste Wise Events Project  

Co-ordinator 
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f: 02 6622 4231  

m: 0435 022 717 
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Georgie Piper 
Early Childhood Waste Wise 

Education Project   
Co-ordinator 
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