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Sustainable Living Centre

launched in Tweed Shire
Tweed Shire Council recently launched
it's Sustainable Living Centre, a first-
class education facility (see photos
below). The Centre is designed to detail
with sustainability and energy-efficient
principles in mind, and fit-out with
sustainable products.
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15" September, RENEW NSW
Meeting in Sydney

16" - 18™ September, NSW
Waste Management Conference,
Luna Park

Fri 10" October NEWF Meeting at
Richmond Valley Council
(perhaps new Councillors may
attend to learn about NEWF)

16™ — 19" October, Sustainable
Living Expo, North Coast National,
Lismore

Fri 12" December, NEWF
Meeting, Tweed Shire Council
(Sustainable Living Centre)
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Revising the Regional Waste Plan for a Low Waste Future:
For any organisation to be effective, direction and actions should
be planned in advance. The first NEWF Regional Waste Plan
(RWP) was written in the late 1990s and was reviewed and
renewed in 2005. It’'s 2008 and it’s that time again!

Since its’ inception in 1996 the North East Waste Forum has been
ably lead by good people and committed Councils to achieve
great outcomes. Those people and member Councils have
cooperated to achieve outcomes which were laid out in a Plan to
benefit the whole region. The results speak for themselves when
you see the resource recovery data on page two in this newsletter.
Sometimes, regional cooperation means a “pet project” or “hot
topic” for perhaps one of the member Councils may be left in
obeyance. This is not because the issue is not important, or that
the Forum does not want to address that member Council’s issue
but rather because the need to focus on a region wide and long
term picture requires focus, dedication and careful planning with
the very limited resources available to the Forum.

Throughout the balance of 2008, the Forum is revisiting, updating
and renewing its regional approaches to waste minimisation and
management. As part of the review process the current RWP will
be brought up to date with the recent changes to State legislation
as well as reflect on issues that have risen to the fore in the past
three years. Watch this space for more info! Better still send some
input to coordinator@northeastwasteforum.ora.au

The project kicked off Stage 3 with a survey of businesses in the
Lennox Head village with the assistance of the Lennox Head
Chamber of Commerce. The survey examined each businesses
waste practices i.e. How much waste did they produce, what
components were recycled, did they compost or buy sustainable
products etc. The aim was to establish a baseline of information
before seeking practical solutions to some of the barriers
businesses were facing in implementing effective waste
minimisation. It also acted as an awareness raising exercise for
business and gave them the opportunity to consider their current
practices and ask questions about available services.

The survey revealed some interesting results. Many businesses
recycled cardboard and paper but very few recycled their
comingled products (plastics, glass and plastic). Only 19% of the
businesses surveyed utilised a commercial recycling service for
these products. Another 12% of the businesses took it to the
recycling station at Ballina but 69% disposed of it to landfill. A
similar survey is about to be undertaken in Brunswick Heads and
it will be interesting to see if this trend exists across the NEWF
region. ldentifying the barriers to recycling for commercial
operations will assist in developing business education strategies.
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Resources not wasted in NEWF Region

The North East Waste Forum continues to provide guidance to Councils towards effective resource recovery. The
following statistics show the benefits of co-operation and pooling resources to achieve the best possible outcomes for
member Councils as well for our environment. Over the year from 1 July 2007 to 30 June 2008 the following materials
have been recovered and reprocessed throughout the NEWF region.

32,285 tonnes of organics waste 4,321tonnes of scrap metal 4,296 batteries
68 tonnes of e-waste 5,160 used Chemical drums (Drum Muster) 76,260 litres used oil
1,161 Gas bottles 17,532 tonne Co-mingled recyclables (all sources) 3,459 tyres

228 tonne Glass (separately recycled) 5,227 tonne Paper and cardboard (separately recycled)

Since 2002 NEWF member Councils have recycled or reprocessed the following staggering amount of material.
144,598 tonnes of organics waste 11,447 tyres 18,237tonnes of scrap metal 10,476 batteries
25,868 used Chemical drums (Drum Muster) 199,166 litres used oil 2,871 Gas bottles

90,281 tonne Co-mingled recyclables (all sources)10,885 tonne Paper and cardboard (separately recycled)

The Green House at Durrumbul Public School
The SUSS post-forum Schools support program is

well underway with the SUSS Project Coordinator
visiting schools to review the actions and
commitments made at the SUSS 2008 Forum and to
help schools plan their Environmental Action Plans.
Feedback from those schools already visited is very
positive with many waste management actions
underway, from bokashi bins in school canteens, to
school waste audits, composting and recycling
reviews. The future of the SUSS Program is
currently under review with the Steering Committee
meeting over the coming months to discuss funding
options and prepare promotional materials.

Durrumbul Public School Yr 1/2 Students make a waste free

The Green House recently visited Durrumbul Public
School with the support of Byron Shire Council
(photo opposite). More than 90 students from pre-
schoolers to Year 6 participated in its activities. After
the event, the NEWF received this positive feedback
from one of the teachers: “My breakfast conversation
this morning started with my kindy & first grader
announcing "Damm, this lid isn't recyclable. It’s a five
& you can only recycle 1,2, & 3". They both then
proceeded to check the number on each container
filed with sultanas, coconut, sunflower seeds,
cinnamon & rose water announcing the recycling
status of each container. When | asked them what
we could do with the non-recyclables, they promptly
answered "reuse them". How successful is that for

the talk given at Durrumbul School?!”. Well done to Friday 10" October 9.30am — 1.30pm @ Richmond

The Green House Team once again for another Valley Council, Walker St, Casino
successful impact on our future generation. Plans for ! ’

the Green House unit improvements are also well . ih . .
underway to ensure that it will be safe, easy to use, Friday 12" December @ Sustainable Living Centre,
durable and have educational impact for future years Tweed Shire Council

use.
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The Waste Wise Events Project just completed a collaboration with the Byron
Writers Festival, which was held on the 26™ and 27™ of July. The event was
originally scheduled for 3 days but bad weather caused organisers to cancel
Fri day 6 s Evpnt @rgamizardenni Caffin and staff from the Byron Beach
Resort worked with the Forum to plan and manage the introduction of
recycling at the event for the first time. Stall holders at the event had made
a prior commitment to organizers to only use biodegradable or recyclable
products. 32 bins were provided through Byron Shire Council to encourage
the separation of waste from recycling. It was estimated that at least 700 kg
of recycling, predominately plastic bottles and cardboard, were recovered
from the 2 day event. A waste audit has revealed that contamination levels
were low, indicating most people did the right thing.

Justin Leith, manager of the Byron |
initiative. We were thrilled that we could lessen the impact we have on the
environment and conduct a more susH

Other events on the calendar for the project include the Aboriginal Rugby
League Knockout competition to be held at Kingscliff in the Tweed on October
39t6M"and 6Surfing the Coldstreamdé ar:
Yamba.

Evaluation of the first twelve months of the North East Waste Forum (NEWF)
Early Childhood Waste Wise Education Project has been completed. The
results of the evaluation show evidence that services taking part in the project
were very committed to reducing the amount of rubbish produced and thrown
out on site each day.

Services showed a commitment to separating waste effectively, recycling
effectively, composting and worm farming and to sharing information with
families. Preschools in particular were able to promote low waste lunches to
encourage participation of the low waste focus with families. One Long Day
Care Centre reduced the amount of disposable nappies used each day
substantially, which is a great commitment from staff. Participants indicated
that their knowledge and skill levels had increased with regards to reducing
waste during the course of the project. Services also agreed that the project
had enabled them to integrate a waste wise focus into the children’s activities,
routines and into their everyday interactions with the children.

The evaluation report is available at www.northeastwasteforum.org.au. A
resource kit is also available on our website or by contacting the Project
Coordinator. Thankyou and congratulations to staff and parents for their
support and interest in reducing waste in our community and incorporating
low waste concepts into their curriculum and routines in Early Childhood
Services.

Gordon Fraser - Quick
NEWF Co-ordinator
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