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Upcoming Events  
 
Friday 26 th February, NEWF 
meeting at Ballina Shire Council 
 
11th & 12 th March, RENEW meeting 
@ Wagga Wagga 
 
15th & 16 th March, Green House 
visits Southern Cross K-6 School, 
Ballina 
 
27th & 28 th March, Waste Wise 
Event – Relay for Life, Grafton 
 
8th & 9 th April, Eco-friendly Youth 
Project Workshops at Sydney and 
Orange 
 
28th & 29 th April, School Education 
Days – Evans Head Transfer 
Station 

Waste Management Project News 
 
The NEWF Annual Report 08-09:  has been finalised and is now 
available on the website at www.northeastwasteforum.org.au . The 
Report provides an overview of outcomes of the NEWF programs to 
June 30 2009 and its financial position.  
Household Hazardous Waste Collection:  the DECCW are continuing 
their support and funding for the NEWF regional Household Hazardous 
Waste Collections Program. It is anticipated that following agreement as 
to the program delivery and funding arrangements secured with the 
DECCW and participating Councils, collections will take place in 
April/May. Watch out for more news in the next newsletter. 
Waste and Sustainability Improvement Payments  (WaSIP):  a 
guideline for Councils is available on the DECCW website and includes 
the 09 -10 standards applying to the Regional Regulated Areas, 
including NEWF Councils and also provides an overview of ongoing 
standards and 09 -10 standards for the SMA and ERA councils, which in 
the future may apply to the RRA.  The guideline is available at 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/waste/09404WasteSusIm
pProg.pdf 
 

SUSS Forum 2010 Begins to Take Shape   
 

 
 

Preparations for the third Students Using Sustainable Strategies Forum is 
underway. The  2010 Forum is already shaping up to be landmark event for the 
region, where over 100 high school students from 20 schools will come together 
to develop leadership skills, which will drive sustainability initiatives within their 
schools and communities. The two day Forum will take place on Thurs 27 & Fri 
28 May with students arriving at Camp Drewe in Lennox Head on Wed 26th to 
provide extra opportunities for developing friendships and social networking. 
Representatives from the YES (Youth Environment Society) which formed after 
the SUSS 2008 and YEC (Youth Environment Council) students from Kyogle 
High are participating on the SUSS Steering Committee and are working 
together to mobilise students for sustainability both in and beyond the school 
environment. Generous contributions from the SUSS partner organisations and 
other sponsors has secured the minimum funding required to run the Forum and 
further funding is still being sought to ensure a well organised and resourced 
Forum is again delivered to the region. 

Preferred Resource 
Recovery Practices by 
Local Councils 
For Councils undergoing a planning 
process for waste and resource 
recovery services, the DECCW have 
developed a useful guide available: 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.
au/resources/warr/200669_gov_pr
efresrecpractices.pdf . 
The guide outlines preferred 
minimum service levels for 
kerbside resource recovery and 
residual waste collection from 
single dwellings. Preferred service 
characteristics are detailed for 
consideration and adoption by 
councils. Some of the preferred 
minimum service levels outlined 
include: 
- preferred bin-based recovery 
systems for dry recyclables, garden 
organics and residual waste 
(garbage)   
- colour standard for mobile bin lids 
and bodies 
- clear guidance on when and how 
councils should collect garden 
organics. 
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 Early Childhood Project News  
This month, the ripple effect of environmental 
education projects has been considered. Staff 
at Early Childhood (EC) Services and 
Preschools have embraced being waste wise. 
Outlined here are the ripple effects of the 
concepts the NEWF promotes. 
The outcomes for children are: waste wise 
routines, lots of discussion about rubbish, 
artwork being developed, veggie patches and 
chooks and even learning projects based on 
garbage trucks. 
The outcomes involving parents/carers are: 
spending time with the children and staff to 
develop gardens - to utilise worm farm juice and 
compost, parents being involved in waste wise 
routines at Christmas events and taking e-
waste to be recycled at their local tip. Parents 
also begin to think about avoiding packaging 
everyday if the EC service promotes low waste 
lunches. 
EC staff are also motivated to work towards 
other sustainability initiatives. Some preschools 
in our local Council areas have joined the NSW 
Early Childhood Environmental Education 
Network (ECEEN) and have put in entries for 
the annual SPROUTS (Sustainable Projects 
Recognising OUTStanding practice) Award. 
Congratulations to our local entries! 

Green House Launches RVC Kerbside Recycling  

 
 
Green House performer Ellie E-waste and RVC Mayor Col Sullivan 
introduced the shires new kerbside recycling service at Casino 
Christian School in early February. The students discovered that all 
rigid plastic containers as well as aluminium & steel cans, glass 
containers and clean cardboard and paper could now be diverted 
from landfill by placing into their new yellow lidded recycling bin at 
home.  The students made a pledge to ‘recycle right’ and take home 
their recyclable containers from their school low waste lunch and put 
into the recycle bin… and they still had time to learn how to juggle! 
The new kerbside recycling service began on 1 Feb. 

Education Projects News  
   

� Reuse Directory: A ‘Regional Market & 2nd Hand Event Guide’ has been developed and will be loaded into the Reuse 
Directory and available via the NEWF website. It provides up to date details of all regional farmers markets, weekly and 
monthly markets, Annual Fairs and 2nd hand community events such as Library book sales, Trash & Treasure sales, Car 
Boot Markets and Swap Parties. The purpose of the guide is to help support local communities and businesses to reduce 
the environmental impacts of transportation and provide a market for second hand goods so encouraging reuse and 
reducing waste to landfill. 

� A major update of the Reuse Directory for businesses across the region has occurred, attracting a number of new business 
listings and the development of several new categories. The Directory was promoted to the public over the Christmas 
period to provide shoppers with alternatives to purchasing new products.  

� The state-wide dissemination of the NEWF’s eco-friendly youth project is progressing well. Three workshops have been 
coordinated, as per the Trust grant guidelines. The first will be in Sydney at Marrickville Youth Outreach Service, the 
second in Orange, and the third in Kempsey. These are being promoted in partnership with the NSW Youth Affairs and 
Policy Association. The workshop participants will be able to apply for a mentorship program which aims to provide them 
with support and guidance to implement their sustainability initiatives and ideas within their youth centre.  

� Evaluation of the Byron Shire Council’s swap market, held in December, showed it was a successful initiative in promoting 
reuse options. All participants interviewed said they would participate again, with many suggesting for the event to occur 
regularly throughout the year. For further information about the swap market, contact Judith Mason at Byron Shire Council 
on 6626 7077. 

Next NEWF Meeting  
9.30am – 1.30pm, 26 th February NEWF meeting @ Ballina 

Shire Council, Tamar St, Mullumbimby 



Waste Wise Events 
 

Although no events participated in the project over the Jan/Feb period a number 
of events have now committed to participating in the project and are in the 
planning stages, including: the Cancer Council Relay for Life (Grafton) in March, 
the Multicultural Festival of the 5 Senses (Grafton) & Casino Beef Week in May.  
Several Youth based and interschool sporting events are also being considered 
in Byron and Ballina Shires and a Rugby League Club in Evans Head. 
 
All NEWF Councils are being encouraged to assist event organisers across the 
region to run ‘Waste Wise’ events by providing up to date and easily accessible 
Waste Wise Event (WWE) information and resources on their council website. 
Tweed, Byron and Ballina Councils already have a WWE webpage, which is 
being up dated but Clarence and Richmond Valley are still a work in progress. 
As well as information on the services that can be provided to event organisers 
by their council, useful documents such as a ‘Waste Management Plan’ 
template; brochures on how organisers can ‘Avoid Waste’ and ‘Recycle at 
events’ and a list of current local & national ‘Biodegradable Packaging Suppliers 
& Products’ are available to down load or view from the webpage. 
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Business Waste Reduction Project 
 
Just before Christmas an audit was undertaken at Grafton Shopping World.  It 
revealed that the centre produces 18 000L (24 000L at xmas) of waste and 650L 
of compacted cardboard per day.   The audit examined 6 food court waste bins, 
4 food court recycling bins and 21 bins located through the centre for customers 
and tenants waste. Analysis of the results led to a number of recommendations 
and concluded that through small inexpensive changes, Grafton Shopping World 
could reduce its waste to landfill and increase its recovery of recycling. 
Cardboard collection could be maximised by reducing skips on the car park level 
and working with tenants to bring cardboard to the compacter. Recycling of co-
mingled containers in the food court and by the tenants can be initiated with 
improved signage and a dedicated and locked space for recycling bins. It was 
also advised that an Environmental Policy for the Shopping World could give an 
environmental edge to the company who runs the centre, blending best practice 
with innovation, social & environmental responsibility. 
Retail was also the focus in Byron Shire where two cafes, the Byron Local and 
Soul bowl, have demonstrated their commitment to sustainable practices. After 
months of phone calls to management seeking the installation of recycling bins, 
Lynne West from Byron Local, decided to pay for bins themselves. “It’s such a 
minimal cost that allows our business to reduce our ecological footprint and 
provide sustainable options for our customers.”  
The Soul bowl shares the same management and was keen to be involved also.  
Matt Miall said “We consider it our responsibility to be sustainable wherever we 
can and sharing the costs with another business is attractive. I think having 
recycling bins available to our customers also provides a good frame of 
reference for people given that we’re located so close to the beach where some 
people are still littering. Offering recycling for clientele is a great way to show 
people your commitment to the environment.’  
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Linda Tohver 
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m: 0427 770 198 
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Jeanie McKillop 
Business Waste 

Reduction Project Co-
ordinator 
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Karen Rudkin 
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Georgie Piper 
Early Childhood Waste 
Wise Education Project   

Co-ordinator 
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