BUSINESS WASTE REDUCTION NEWSLETTER

Business Waste Reduction
Project News

The North East Waste Forum (NEWF) is a collective
of local councils that have come together to share
resources to help avoid and reduce waste going to
landfill in the Northern NSW region. The Business
Waste Reduction Project (BWRP), is a NEWF project
that offers local businesses the opportunity to
implement sustainable practices and minimize the
waste they send to landfill. A businesses waste is
assessed; advice is given and on going support is
available — all for free.

The New Year has seen a number of new businesses
take advantage of the free advisory service offered by
the Business Waste Reduction Project. Linnaeus
Estate at Broken Head sought advice on recycling last
year and constructed a new waste station with clear
signage for disposal of paper, cardboard and co-
mingled recycling. This year they are turning their
attention to organics and exploring options such as
worm farms and compost bins. Other businesses
now working with the project to assess their waste
practices and minimise the amount of waste they
produce include Ocean Shores Country Club and
Image Design Homes at Murwillumbah.

Longer term participants continue to work through
their action plans, moving their businesses to more
sustainable operations. In Yamba, the Angourie
Rainforest Resort has attracted local media attention
with its commitment to reduce organic waste. Further
north, St Mary’s High School at Casino has received
its Waste Smart Business Certificate for efforts in
diverting paper and cardboard from landfill.
Congratulations to these local businesses for their
commitment to reduce the amount of valuable
resources going to landfill from the corporate sector in
our region.
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Calypso Holiday Park

This iconic coastal holiday park at Yamba is
located at the mouth of the Clarence River and
attracts a huge number of visitors every year.
Unfortunately, this results in a huge quantity of
waste, particularly in the holiday season.

The Park’'s management is currently working
towards improving their existing waste disposal
practices. An audit in January revealed that a large
component of the waste from the Park was
recycling such as glass, plastic, cardboard and
aluminium.

O Paper and Cardboard
B Glass

OComingled Recycling
O Compostables

B Mixed Waste

Claypso is working with local Council to put in
place a system to divert this recycling from landfill.

Register your interest to ‘Green’ your Business
Many Chambers of Commerce in NSW are starting to include ‘green’ categories in their business awards.
Becoming a greener business has many rewards. Customers now make product and service choices
based on a businesses environmental credentials so improving your credentials can mean improving your
business performance. Many of the changes needed to make your business more sustainable can be very
simple — they just require a commitment to change. If you are interested in receiving free
training/workshops to help ‘green’ your business register your interest by emailing
business@northeastwasteforum.ora.au
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LINKS TO SUSTAINABLE BUSINESS
INITIATIVES

Many new local, State and Federal
initiatives to help business have been
recently launched. There is a lot of
excellent information and support out there
for those businesses who wish to remain on
the cutting edge of corporate and
environmental change. Check out some of
the sites below.

Information about Corporate
Sustainability from the Federal Government
can be found at
http://www.environment.gov.au/settlements/industr
ylcorporate/index.html

The DECC provides information
about the Sustainable Advantage Program
for business at
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/sustainbus/sus
tainabilityadvantage.htm

Grants and funding to become a

green business are available at
http://Iwww.environment.nsw.gov.au/grants/

ccfgbp.htm

Business Tips
Check out your local Councils website for
commercial prices on waste and recycling
collection. Having your paper, cardboard and
co-mingled recycling collected is often cheaper
than mixed waste so you may be able to save
your business money by separating recycling in
your workplace.

Free Assistance for your business

If your business needs assistance in reducing its
waste, training your staff in waste reduction and
minimisation or for any further information regarding
the Business Waste Reduction Project please don't
hesitate to contact Jeanie McKillop on Ph: 6687
4945 Mob: 0421888686 or email on
business@northeastwasteforum.org.au . OR you
can do it yourself with our self-help toolkit at
www.northeastwasteforum.org.au under business.
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The Angourie Rainforest Resort
The resort has initiated a number of changes since
becoming a BWRP business. Disposable toiletries have
been reduced, push bikes encouraged and power-saving
light bulbs installed.
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General Manager Colin Quick displays the newly reinstated
worm farm. The ‘resort size’ worm farm will help to dispose
of the organic waste produced on the premises.

The North East Waste Forum is again involved in the
Students Using Sustainable Strategies (SUSS) Forum at the
Linnaeus Estate, Broken head. It is a two day event for students
and teachers across the region to participate in a range of
workshops in waste, water, energy, biodiversity, climate change
and Aboriginal cultural heritage. The first SUSS Forum in 2007
was a great success and is to be held again in May 2008.

This is a joint project between the Linnaeus estate, National
Parks and Wildlife Division, Rous Water, Department of Primary
Industries, North East Waste Forum (on behalf of member
councils Ballina, Byron, Clarence Valley, Richmond Valley and
Tweed), Northern Rivers Catchment Management Authority,
Dorroughby Environmental Education Centre and Alstonville
High School.

The focus of the Forum is sustainability and the main aim is
to support students in the development of action plans that
can be integrated into their School Environmental
Management Plan (SEMP) and implemented in school by
both teachers and students.

If your business would like to support the Forum by becoming
part of our sponsorship program (financial or in kind) contact the
Coordinator, Karen Rudkin on (02) 6687 4090 during office hours
or via email: greenhouse @northeastwasteforum.org.au




