NEW WAYS WITH LESS WASTE
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Linnaeus Estate
Over the past year the Linnaeus Estate at Broken Head
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Image Design Homes

IDH also participated in the project this year.
This company designs and pre-builds homes
and cabins on site in the industrial estate at
Murwillumbah in Tweed Shire. A waste audit
indicated that cardboard represented 35% of
the waste produced on site, with timber off cuts
at 20% of the waste stream, with scrap metal
following at 9%.

Fig1. IDH Waste Categories

O Cardboard

@ Scrap Metal

O Timber

O Masonary

H Mixed waste

O Co-mingled
Recycling

Waste reduction actions taken by management
included
e Organising a private contractor to collect
cardboard
o Raising staff awareness regarding the
separation of scrap metal from the
waste stream and
e Making staff more aware of utilising
smaller pieces of timber and minimising
offcuts

CAPACITY BUILDING and

NETWORKS
Stage three of the project will focus increasingly on
business networks and industry groups to build capacity in
the region, which will result in waste minimisation and
resource recovery. Existing business organizations act as a
conduit to the commercial sector and information to assist
business can be effectively transferred in this way. In the
past the BWRP has worked with Ballina Chamber of
Commerce to provide information to companies wishing to
reduce their environmental footprint.

This year the Lennox Head Chamber of Commerce is
assisting and a presentation on waste reduction was given
at a recent Chamber breakfast. The Chamber is keen to
encourage Lennox Head businesses to do the right thing
and supported a survey this month of all businesses in the
CBD about their waste management practices. This
information is important to establish the specific needs of
operators in the area and will help the project collaborate
with council to provide waste solutions.

Lennox has a wide
variety of small
businesses

Engaging an entire CBD can be daunting but also offers
opportunities for the sharing of services and co-operation
between businesses.

OUR WEBSITE

The Business Waste Reduction Project has many useful resources on the NEWF website. On
average 150 visitors per month visit the site and download information on waste auditing, what
other businesses are doing and our self help toolkit. These tools are to help businesses embark on
waste reduction activities at their own pace and in a way that is appropriate to their resources. Any
questions that arise from visiting the site can be discussed by contacting the project co-ordinator,
Jeanie McKillop on 6687 4945 Mob: 0421888686 or email on business@northeastwasteforum.org.au. So
visit our site at www.northeastwasteforum.org.au under business, and improve your businesses operations




